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General Terms 
 
Airborne radioactive material or airborne radioactivity means radioactive material dispersed in the air in the 
form of dusts, fumes, particulates, mists, vapors, or gases. 
 
Airborne radioactivity area means any area, accessible to individuals, where: 
(1)  the concentration of airborne radioactivity, above natural background, exceeds or is likely to exceed the 
derived air concentration (DAC) values listed in appendix A or appendix C of the rule; or  
(2) an individual present in the area without respiratory protection could receive an intake exceeding 12 
DAC-hours in a week. 
 
Contamination area means any area, accessible to individuals, where removable surface contamination 
levels exceed or are likely to exceed the removable surface contamination values specified in appendix D 
of the rule, but do not exceed 100 times those values. 
 
Controlled area means any area to which access is managed by or for DOE to protect individuals from 
exposure to radiation and/or radioactive material. 
 
Declared pregnant worker means a woman who has voluntarily declared to her employer, in writing, her 
pregnancy for the purpose of being subject to the occupational dose limits to the embryo/fetus as provided 
at §835.206.  This declaration may be revoked, in writing, at any time by the declared pregnant worker. 
 
Derived air concentration-hour (DAC-hour) means the product of the concentration of radioactive material 
in air (expressed as a fraction or multiple of the DAC for each radionuclide) and the time of exposure to 
that radionuclide, in hours. 
 
DOE activity means an activity taken for or by DOE in a DOE operation or facility that has the potential to 
result in the occupational exposure of an individual to radiation or radioactive material.  The activity may 
be, but is not limited to, design, construction, operation, or decommissioning.  To the extent appropriate, 
the activity may involve a single DOE facility or operation or a combination of facilities and operations, 
possibly including an entire site or multiple DOE sites. 
 
Dose terms (Click here) 
 
General employee means an individual who is either a DOE or DOE contractor employee; an employee of 
a subcontractor to a DOE contractor; or an individual who performs work for or in conjunction with DOE 
or utilizes DOE facilities. 
 
High contamination area means any area, accessible to individuals, where removable surface  
contamination levels exceed or are likely to exceed 100 times the removable surface contamination values 
specified in appendix D of this part. 
 
Member of the public means an individual who is not a general employee.  An individual is not a "member 
of the public" during any period in which the individual receives an occupational dose. 
 
Minor means an individual less than 18 years of age.  (Note:  This definition is from the 12/14/93 10 CFR 
835 rule and has been included here for clarification.) 
 
Monitoring means the measurement of radiation levels, airborne radioactivity concentrations, radioactive 
contamination levels, quantities of radioactive material, or individual doses and the use of the results of 
these measurements to evaluate radiological hazards or potential and actual doses resulting from exposures 
to ionizing radiation. 
 
Monitoring means the measurement of radiation levels, airborne radioactivity concentrations, radioactive 
contamination levels, quantities of radioactive material, or individual doses and the use of the results of 
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these measurements to evaluate radiological hazards or potential and actual doses resulting from exposures 
to ionizing radiation. 
 
Radioactive material area means any area within a controlled area, accessible to individuals, in which items 
or containers of radioactive material exist and the total activity of radioactive material exceeds the 
applicable values provided in appendix E of the rule.  Note:  This appendix has been attached to this 
NOTICE for reference (click here for appendix).  (Although the definition states that a radioactive material 
area is any area within a controlled area, current Laboratory practice is to locate radioactive material areas 
outside radiological controlled areas (RCAs) as well as inside these areas.  An exemption request has been 
submitted to DOE to allow these areas to be located outside of RCAs.  It is therefore not necessary to 
implement this portion of the definition.) 
 
Radioactive material transportation means the movement of radioactive material by aircraft, rail, vessel, or 
highway vehicle when such movement is subject to Department of Transportation regulations or DOE 
Orders that govern such movements.  Radioactive material transportation does not include preparation of 
material or packagings for transportation, monitoring required by this part, storage of material awaiting 
transportation, or application of markings and labels required for transportation. 
 
Radiological area means any area within a controlled area defined in this section as a "radiation area," 
"high radiation area," "very high radiation area," "contamination area," "high contamination area," or 
"airborne radioactivity area." 
 
Real-time air monitoring means measurement of the concentrations or quantities of airborne radioactive 
materials on a continuous basis. 
 
Respiratory protective device means an apparatus, such as a respirator, worn by an individual for the 
purpose of reducing the individual's intake of airborne radioactive materials. 
 
Sealed radioactive source means a radioactive source manufactured, obtained, or retained for the purpose of 
utilizing the emitted radiation.  The sealed radioactive source consists of a known or estimated quantity of 
radioactive material contained within a sealed capsule, sealed between layer(s) of non-radioactive material, 
or firmly fixed to a non-radioactive surface by electroplating or other means intended to prevent leakage or 
escape of the radioactive material.  Sealed radioactive sources do not include reactor fuel elements, nuclear 
explosive devices, and radioisotope thermoelectric generators. 
 
Source leak test means a test to determine if a sealed radioactive source is leaking radioactive material. 
 
Week means a period of seven consecutive days. 
 
Year means the period of time beginning on or near January 1 and ending on or near December 31 of that 
same year used to determine compliance with the provisions of this part.  The starting and ending date of 
the year used to determine compliance may be changed provided that the change is made at the beginning 
of the year and that no day is omitted or duplicated in consecutive years. 
 


